A LECTURE ON THE LEGEISD OF THE WINDING STAIRS. PART 1.

Although the legend of the Winding Stairs forms an important traditiow

of Ancient Craft Masonry, the only allusion to it in scripture i§ t§ be
found in a single verse in the Ath Charter of the 1lst Book of(Kiygs,

and is in these words:- "THE DCOR OF THE MIDDLE CHAMBER WAS_FN THE

RIGHT SIDE OF THE HOUSE; AND THEY WENT UP WITH WINDING SCXIRS INTQ THE
MIDDLE CHAMBER, AND OUT OF THE MIDDLE INTO THE THIRPL.\ Qut of shdg
slender material has been constructed an allegory, whigch, if @rovirly
considered in its symbolical relations, will be, (fgupd tophf &f/survassing
beauty.

In the investigation of the true meaningroievery Masonic symbol and
allegory, we must be governed by the glingle pringivle that the whole
design of Freemasonry as a sveculatfive,K gcience dg/the investigation of
DIVINE TRUTH. The Mason is, from\the momept Of/his initiation as an
Entered Avrorentice, an investisgwtor - a 3200)rer in the quarry and the
Temple - whose reward is tp GG _ORUTH M Ys- principlte of Masonic
symbolism is apparent infnany placusw~n each of the degrees. In that

of the Entered Aprrenticeswe find it developed in the theological ladder,
which, resting ongpeartiy} leans Wits top upon Heaven, thus inculcating the
idea of an ascenw,Jrom a lowar to a higher sphere, as the objects of

Masonic labouc.
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The Apprentice, having entered within the porch of the Temple, has begun
his Masonic life. But the first degree in Masonry, like the lesser
Mysteries of the ancient systems of initiation, is only a prevaratfon, and
purification for something higher. The lessons which he receivgs\are
simply intended to cleanse the heart and prepare the recipiert.for that
mental illumination which is to be given in the succeeding doefeces. As

a Fellow Craft he has advanced another step, and as the {d&gree is
emblematic of youth, so it is here that the intellectuald, educatdon Hf the
Candidate begins. And, therefore, here, at the velcy svot yhich geparates
the Porch from the Sanctuary, where childhood®enis and mé&nhood¥ begins, he
finds stretching out before him a winding #td3% Which invites him, as it
were, tc ascend, and which, as the symbolfof Wisciplfilie @Znd instruction,
teaches him that here must commence his®Masdnic laou¥® - here he must
enter upon those glorious fhough diffiifult respeapch€s, the end of which
is to be the possession of DivinerTrwubh.

As to the particular number of Staire,Othis nhas varied at different veriods.
Tracing boards of the eightienth centuxr have been found, in which only
FIVE steps are delineated, "and others in which they amount to SEVE!l. 1In
this country the nuvaboer“BiFTEEN vas 'decided uron, divided into three series
of THREE, FIVE antdhaSTVEN. Tht, Candidate in the second degree of Masonry,
represents a mydi starting Ygrevh on the journey of LIFE, with the great task
before him 47 deliTr-improyement. The Candidate, incited by the love of
virtue ang~the» desirs of “tnowledge, and eager feor the reward of truth

which jé\sot sefore 2im, begins at once the toilsome ascent. At each
divigion he pausi:s Vo gather instruction from the symbolism which these
divisions preszent to his attention.
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At the first pause he is instructed in the peculiar organisation of §h\¢
Order of which he has become a member. THREE RULE A LODGE: FIVE EOLRJ A
LODGE: SEVEN OR MORE MAKE IT PERFECT. The reference to the orghnisdticn
of the Masonic institution is intended to remind the aspiran{_ef the union
of men in society, the blessings which arise from civilisdtiWn, and the
fruits of virtue and knowledge which are derived fromuthal, conditiown.

The invention of ARCHITECTURE, in its FIVE ORDERS, as eNmeans af ppoviding
convenient dwellings and necessary shelter are thén/npeferped to./ In this

CLlLULT

reminded of the necessity of cultivating odsglc™cal knowledge.

In his third pause he arrives at that pQint”in whi®h “he whole circle of
human science is to be expiained. I/apcient f#mew” the circle of
instruction, to which all the leprndpg of t}e mebt eminent schools and
most distinguished philosophepsywag confindd was limited to what was then
called THE LIBERAL ARTS AND/SCSBACTES; GRAMMAR; RHETORIC; LOGIC; ARITHNMETIC
GEOMETRY; NMUSIC and ASTRCIOFE< These, cseven heads were suvposed to include

all universal knowledgl, wnd to ko, a master of these was sufficient to

T

complete the characiter) of a phiélosgpher. The Candidate having reached
this point is now swhposed Ao have accomplished the task uvon which he
had entered. =2 has reachell. /the last step, and is now ready to receive
the full fruitien of human learning.
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It will be remembered that a reward was promised for all this toilsqme
ascent of the Winding Stairs - the wages of a Fellow Craft - to be gxmgogived
in the Middle Chamber. Vhat are the wages of a Speculative Mason?

Not money, nor corn, nor wine, nor oil. All these are but sypbllsi His
Wages are TRUTH, and that Truth will consist only in a perfact Jnowledge
of T.G.A.0.T.U. In this consists the Wages of a Fellow\Qraft; he ¢@&
directed to the Truth, but must travel further and ascan still Nigher
to attain it.

It is then, a=s a symbol, and a symbol only, tha% we must study this
beautiful legend of the Winding Stairs. It s & allefory to teach us the
ascent of the mind from ignorance, througiall the tRilt of study and the
difficulties of obtaining knowledge, #Hmt1%, in the Niddle Chamber of Life,
in the full fruition of manhood, tif2 reward is 4tiained and the purified
and elevated intellect is investid-ith ths vevard, in the direction of

how to see GOD and GOD's Trutll/ And s W ray close with this theory:

THE FELLOW CREFT "REPRESENZS A MAN LABOURING IN THE
PURSUIT CF (TRUTH; ANP BHE WINDING STAIRS ARE THE
DEVIOUS\FPAJHWAYS Q¥ \THAT PURSUIT.

Let us therefore, supplicate “tae Grand Geometrician of the Universe,
that the rays, ol Heavegmlay shed their influence to enlighten us in
the paths of ‘wirtue _and science. So mote it be.



